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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Marine Inquiry 

Written submission from Aberdeen City Council 

Are the objectives for the establishment of the Scottish Marine Regions still 
appropriate? 

We have no comments on this question. 

How effective has the approach to establishing Marine Planning Partnerships 
been in practice? Are they working as anticipated? What are the opportunities/ 
constraints/barriers to success?  

These have not been rolled out in the Aberdeen City Council area, so we have no 
direct experience. 

What progress has been made in the development and implementation of 
Regional Marine Plans and what are the objectives and priorities for the next 5-
10 years?  

As Question 2 (above). 

Is the system of marine planning sufficiently integrated with the terrestrial 
planning system?  

Aberdeen City Council do not consider the two systems to be well integrated. There is 
reference to very generalist principles of marine planning in our Local Development 
Plan, which states that “should the need arise, supplementary guidance for marine 
planning would be produced”. Having two non-integrated systems results in 
inconsistent approaches for proposals at the coast and are not well catered for in EIA. 
Examples of this that Aberdeen City Council have encountered are for offshore 
windfarms with their associated landfall and substations, and with proposals to 
undertake works on the banks of the River Dee where the river is classed as ‘marine’ 
as it is tidal. 

What is required to deliver an effective Marine Planning system under Part 3 of 
the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010? Is the National Marine Plan capable of delivering 
sustainable development within Scottish Marine Regions in advance of those 
areas having an RMP in place?  

Aberdeen City Council consider that the following is needed in delivering a Marine 
Planning system: legislation to make RMP a duty of public bodies; clear leads within 
competent authorities; providing resources to set up and manage partnerships; 
upskilling of land use planners and other disciplines in marine issues; clear, integrated 
objectives in regional marine plans and terrestrial development plans; better baseline 
information; accessible free or low-cost data. 

What funding and support is available for the development of RMPs? 

There is currently no funding available within Aberdeen City Council. The East 
Grampian Coastal Partnership, a non-profit company representing individuals and 
organisations who have an interest in the local coast between Peterhead and St Cyrus 
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(www.egcp.org.uk), undertook data gathering work on a very limited budget and with 
limited wider buy-in. There are opportunities to build on the work they have done with 
dedicated resources. 

What duties/requirements are there on local authorities to develop and 
implement RMPs? 

There appears to be no specific duties on the local authority to make RMPs according 
to the Marine Scotland Act 2010, this duty lies firstly with the Scottish Ministers which 
can then delegate. See Q5 response on how the implementation of a statutory duty 
within the Act could assist. 

Is there sufficient marine planning expertise in all Local Authorities for 
development of RMPs? 

Marine planning does not have a dedicated resource within Aberdeen City Council. 
Elements of it are addressed within the Environmental Policy team, which provides 
environmental advice to the development management team and others within the 
council, and direct to Marine Scotland on licence applications. However, marine 
environmental knowledge and experience are largely outside of the skills and training 
of existing staff. Marine planning matters are wider than environmental - they 
encompass economic and health issues. There is likely to be a resource and skills gap 
in many Local Authorities for addressing the marine aspect of these topics, as most of 
the experience of staff is focussed on the terrestrial environment and immediate 
coastline.  

 


